there is evidence that this is part of an old learning technique used by the elders to describe objects' uses to youngsters . I had to explain that we wanted to learn as much as possible about the people who lived in the home we were digging. At first the students were skeptical, but later, when we could see where people slept, where the men made tools, and where the women sat sewing and playing with their children, they understood that we were bringing their past to life again.
In the evenings we would visit the elders in their tents and ask their assistance in identifying finds. The students were genuinely surprised at the degree of concordance between my identifications and those of the elders.
At other times they saw that not only did I have a lot to learn but that I regarded myself as a student of the elders. 
